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for one young Redcoat, Chart& !~eu~y~*~~e!nsham;, 
was riot knowing that the opp&g dMeri&$@i&al . .,“. . . . . . ;: 

had just uttered the historic command, “Don’t f&e 
until you see ihe whites of their eyes.“; 



This is a collection of tactical maps relating to the battle 

of Cowpens. -4150 included in the collection are the 

Order of Battle for both the American and British forces, 

as well as a Bibliography of works relating to Cowpens 

and the Southern Campaign of 1779-1781. 
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ages of the Battle 
Because the battle was a continuous flow of 5; action from the opening skirmish to the 

,5’ell-mell flight of the Legion dragoons at the 
lend. the important maneuvers cannot all be 
$hown on a single map. This sequence of maps 
;$iagrams the main stages of the battle. 
F; 
lt. Skirmishers drive back Tarleton’s cavalry, 
sent forward to examine the enemy’s lines. and 
‘then withdraw into Pickens’ line of militia. 
Without pausing, Tarleton forms his line of 
battle. 

2 The British aavance on Pickens’ mrlitia. 
who deliver the xomlsed two shots each and 
fall back on the flanks. When they are pursued 
by British dragoons. Washington’s cavalry 
charges into action and drives them oif. 

3. Howard’s Continentals rout the British in 
the center, supported by cavalry on the left and 
militia on the right. 

How to read these battle diagrams 
British positions are shown in RED. American 
in BLUE Open boxes show former positions. 
arrows movement Clashes are shown by stars. 
Modem features. included for orientation. 
appear in gray. 





,CLS_O,  ̂ -, _.. 

U.ERICWS: FIRST POStlIONS Ed 
FINAL POSITIONS m 

3RlTlSH . . . . . a f--\ 
\ , HORSES 

L-J 

- Infanby 
. I SharpshaoiQ7~ 

CSI Cavalry 
- At?hck 

----4 Aatmt 1 aeair 

-. %i 



BRITISH FORCES - TARLETON 

- Thntry Y c-+y 
Amze 

%!a 
- Ahack 

.1.-----b Ro t f 7th Regiment 

‘_. _:a :. .. 



THE BATLE OF THE COWPENS 

(Schematic) 

JANUARY 17, 1781 

AMERICANS: FIRST POSITIONS & 
FINAL POSITiONS m 

BRITISH . . . . . a 
f---Y 
\ 

, HORSES 

‘\,/ 
c+& WASHINGTON AH0 

, : :- _ _ -, ‘>,!& --.*- 
: c : T,. 

‘. j 
. . . i _ ,.., :C L i 



Table of Organization - American Forces 
The Fiying Amy - Brigadier General Daniel Morgan 

Headquarters - FIying Army 
Brigade Major - Captain Benjamin Brookes 

&de de Camp - Major Edward Giies 
Baron de Glaubec!c 

Commissar/ - Captain Edward Chitty 
Morgan’s Life Guard i:ca 10 men) 

~‘Xepiar’~ Iufantry - Lieutenant Coione! John Eager Howard 
Conrinentzl Infsntry 

2eiawzre Company - Captain Robert Kirlcvocd i69 .men‘l 
- :\hr:imc -. Zarp;?ii~ - Czpiz ?.Ziard -Inderson (60 r;len! 

- : - 7 c Jvlw4and Compac:; - L.L : ~7.mmm .Yic:loias Mangers i.60 33: 
I,,‘;:6 Mzrkznd ~Cxxanv - Cautain %nrw/ Dobson (60 mer,! - . 

‘iirginia Company - C;lpin .I?ndret.v Wallace (60 men) 
\;orh Caroiina Comp Llil]i - Captain ‘riemj Conne!ly (30? meni 

Viqginia State Company - Captain John Lawson (50 men) 
Sourh Cxoiina State Trcops - Major Samuel Hammond (ca 60 men’! 

Virginia MiIitia - Major Francis Triplett 
Fauquier Company - Captain John Combs (40t men) 
Augusta Company - Captain James Tate (4Ot men) 

Rockbridge Company - Captain James Gihnore (45 men) 
Burke County, NC, Company - ? (ca 25 men) 

Militia - Gsnerai Andrew Pickens 
Brigade Major - James Jackson 

1st Spartan Regiment 
1st Bn - Coi John Thomas (ca 150 men) 

2nd Bn - LtC Benjamin Roebuck (ca 150 men) 
2nd Spartan Regiment 

1st Bn - Co1 Thomas Brandon (ca 100 men) 
2nd Bn - Lt Co1 William Farr (ca 100 men) 

Little River Regiment - Lt Co1 Joseph Hayes (ca 180 men) 
North Carolina Battalion - Lt Co1 Joseph McDowell (ca 180 men) 

Georgia Refugees - Major John Cunningham (ca 75 men) 
Vii Militia - Major Thomas Posey (?) (ca 100 men) 

Continental .Light Dragoons - Lt CoL WXiam Washington (82 men) 
- 



South Carolina State Troops - Major James McCaU (45 men) 
Virginia State Dragoons - ? (ca 15 men) 

North Carolina State Dragoons - ? (ca 15 men) 
South Carolina “Guides” - ? (ca 15 men) 

Militia Volunteers - Benjamin Jolly 
North Carolina - Captain Mordecai Clark (ca 20 men) 

South Caroiina - Thomas Young (ca 25 men) 



Table of Organization i 3ritish Forces 

Lieutenant Colonel Banstre Tarleton 

Infantry 
7th Regiment of Foot - Major Timothy Newmarsh (ca 170 men) 
7 1st Regiment of Foot - Major Arthur MacArthur (ca 249 menj 

British Lqion Intk.ry - ? (ca 350 men) 
Light Inkuxry 

16th Foot Regiment (4 i menj 
1st Battalion 71~ Regiment (35 men’) 

2nd Barn&on 71st Regiment t.33 men) 
?%xe oi W3ies Ametican Regiment i’ca 40 men) 

StiC?ffT” . =d. 150 men 

17th Light Dragoons - ! Troop Lieutenant Nettles (50 men) 
British Legion Dragoons - Major Ogiiivy (250 menj 

Tory Scouts/Guides - Alexander Chesnee (?) (ca 50 menj 

Adlery 
2 - 3 pounder field pieces (ca 36 men) 

Sources on the Continental and British Armies which trig& prove 
useful for additional study are Philip K&her’s Encyeiopedia of BWh, 
Provincial, and Gaman Army Units 17751783 (1973), Fred A. 

Berg’s Encyciopedia of Continental Army Units (1972) and the Book 
of the Continental SoIdier by Harold L. Peterson (1968). 
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;Inderson, Thomas 
1867 “Journal of Lieutenant Thomas Anderson of the Delaware 
Regiment, 1780- 1782” Xistorfco1 Magazine 1: 207-Z Il. 

Army 
1780 X List of ail the Offkers of the Army. War Ofice, London. 
li8 I .A List of aiI the Off?cars of the -&my. War Ofice. London. 

3abirs. Lawrence E. 
1986 Greene’s Strategy in the SoutheArn Campaign, 1X0-!781. 
in Adapting to Conditions War and Society m the Eighteenrh 
Century, edited by Maarren Ultee. pp :35-l9. Universiyl of 
Alabama Press, Gniversitv. AL. 

3tici Tiomas (2d.j 
;551 Papers Xeiaw C2ieSy 10 :he >laqiand 2ne IMr55Ig The 
Xevoiurion. T. K. zd ?. S. Csilins. ?h.iiadeiph.k 

33s~. 3ober: D. 
!973 The Green Dragoon. Sandlapper ?ress. Coiumbia. SC. 

3earss. Edwin C. 
1967 The Battle of Cowpss. Ofiice oi Archaeoio-q and Hisroric 
Preservation, Nationai Park Service, Washingron, DC. 
1975 Cowpens National Battlefield Eiistoric Grounds and 
Resources Study. Denver Service Center, National Park Service, 
Denver. 

Berg, Fred A. 
1972 Encyeiopedia of Continental Army Units. Stackpole, 
Harrisburg. 

Brandon, Christopher 
1974 “Account of Christopher Brandon” In Draper 197428586. 

British 
1776-1778 British Soldier’s Account Book. Treasurer and 
Comptroller Papers, ~Mlitary Papers, North Carolina Archives, 
Raleigh. 

Caruana, Adrian B. 
1980 Grasshoppers and Butterflies: The Light 3-Pounders of 
Pat-t&on and Town&end. Museum Restoration Service, 
BlootieId, Ontario - 

Clark Murtie June ; 
1981 LoyaGsts in the Southern Campaign. Genealogical I 
Pubtis)linP Company, Baltimore. i 

coit f 
1779 Mchtosh Compny O&z..@ Book, Henry C, Coit CoIktioq 

I 

(A3577, FoIder 9), CoUec$ons of the Dal+ Historical Society, 
Dallas, TX .I 
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Collins, James P. 
1979 Autobiography of a Revolutionary Soldier. Reprinted by 
Amo Press, New York 1979 (originally published in 1859). 
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